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1. Devarim 24:1 .
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he shall write her a bill of divorce, give it to her in her hand, and send her away from his house.

2. Gittin 4:1-2
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When a man marries a woman he does so under the conditions laid down by the rabbis and the
rabbis can annul his marriage.

3. Rashi to Yevamot 110a (d. 1105)
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4. Rambam, Laws of Divorce, 2:20 (d. 1204)

When a man whom the law requires to be compelled to divorce his wife does not desire to
divorce her, the court should have him beaten until he consents, at which time they should have a
get written. The get is acceptable. This applies at all times and in all places.

5. Levush ha-butz ve-ha-argaman 149:5 and Shulhan Arukh Even ha-ezer 149:5 - kiddushin
al-t'nai (16th-17th c.)
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6. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein Even HaEzer v. 1 #79 (d. 1986) - kiddushei ta’ut/hafka’ah
Regarding the wife who marries her husband and right after the wedding she discovers that he is

impotent... specialists treated him with different medicines which didn't help him and in their
opinion he cannot be cured... but the husband didn't want to divorce her and fled town, and it is
impossible to get a bill of divorce from him. Can she be set free by annulling the kiddushin?...

Had she known that he cannot be intimate at all, she surely would not have married him...
Therefore it is necessary to rule in this case that it was a mistaken transaction and the kiddushin
must be annulled.

When the rabbinical body is powerless to force the husband because the civil government does
not permit such enforcement, then the annulment becomes operational. No woman, with the
exception of very few, would agree to get into a marriage which is impossible for them.
Otherwise they never would have agreed to marry.
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7. Rabbi Simcha Krauss’ International Beit Din #147 (2016)

1. Arguments of the Plaintiff

According to Becky, Avner displayed signs of depression already on their wedding
night. When she asked about his mood. Avner answered that he was nervous and
depressed. Then, in the first few weeks of their marriage, Becky noticed Avner
exhibiting very strange behavior; he was also both physically and emotionally violent
toward her. The strange behavior of the respondent, both before and after the
wedding, mncluded the following acts: attempted suicide in 2010; remaining at home
for extended periods without working; sleeping almost the whole day long without
doing anything, and the constant use of drugs. Moreover, Avner was hospitalized in a
psychuatric hospital in the United States n the summer of 2010.

This situation continued for about a vear after they were married, when 1t finally
became clear to Becky that Avner’s situation and all his strange behavior were the
direct result of a serious psychological situation, and that she had no option but to
leave him. Becky arrived at this conclusion after consulting with professionals -
psychologists and psychiatrists - who explained to her that her husband’s disease was
not simply a passing depression, but was a very dangerous illness, which would only
worsen without mtensive treatment that required Avner’s cooperation. Therefore,
after internalizing the gravity of the situation and after several months elapsed during
which they had no intimate relations, in August 2013 Becky left Avner.

Becky claims that the Avner’s behavior stems from a mental illness from which he
was suffering long before they were married. Avner did not tell Becky about his
illness, despite the fact that he himself already knew before the marriage that he was
ill and that he had been depressed for a long time; he had even been treated by
psychologists and psychiatrists. Similarly, it emerged that his ongoing use of drugs
began prior to the wedding.

In 2014, the Beth Din of America issued a judgment obligating Avner to give Becky a
get. To date, Avner has adamantly refused to give his wife a gef: it should be noted
that the husband refuses to appear before the Beth Din of America (BDA) despite the
fact that he signed a Pre-Nuptial Agreement. This Agreement includes an arbitration
clause whereby the signatories authorize the BDA to adjudicate matters that are
connected to the get, and every beit din has been authorized in writing by the BDA to
adjudicate in this matter. This woman 1s an agunah. chained by marriage to a man
who was ill long before the wedding: the plaintiff therefore has asked this
International Beit Din to investigate the matter and to decide if it is possible to
dissolve her marriage with the respondent on the grounds of a mistaken transaction in
relation to the kiddushin.

Tue rRuLING OF RaBB1 AsHErR WEIss

In Resp. Minhat Asher (1:81), Rabbi Asher Weiss discussed the case of a woman who
married a man suffering from borderline personality disorder (BPD): Rabbi Weiss
found grounds to release the woman, based on the opinion of Rabbi Feinstein as
mentioned above.

This responsum in Minhat Asher contains a discussion of some of the fundamental
issues with which we are concerned. Ibelieve it would be extremely enlightening and
of great utility to examine Rabbi Weiss’s illuminating responsum, to discuss it and to
learn its lessons.
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8. Rabbi Yehiel Yaakov Weinberg’s Sridei Eish 1:90 (d. 1966) - zikkui ha-get
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9. “The Get from Safed” (2014)
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10. Responsa Nose ha-efod #34 (1927 /28)
Although my knowledge will not tip the scales... nevertheless, there is no greater sin than inaction for someone capable of
learning and of being help to these women... perhaps I too will be worthy to aid them the daughters of Israel...

11. Rabbi Shlomo Riskin’s "Yad La'Ishah - The Woman and Divorce According to Jewish Law" (2004), p. 131:

The Chief Rabbinate in Jerusalem should establish an enactment that determines that if the Rabbinic Court orders the husband
to divorce his wife and he refuses to do so, and the sanctions imposed by the civil court are not efficient, a special Rabbinic
Court will be convened, and it will have the authority to annul the kiddushin and thus allow the woman to remarry.
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