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1. Rav Moshe Feinstein’s Igrot Moshe Yoreh Deah 2:49 (December 18, 1963)
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2. Rav Moshe Feinstein’s Igrot Moshe Hoshen mishpat 2:76 (June 10, 1981)
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3. RavEliezer Waldenberg's Tzitz Eliezer 15:39 (1982)
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4. Statement by Surgeon General Burney, CA-A Cancer Journal for Clinicians (1957)
[[Jt is clear that there is an increasing and consistent body of evidence that excessive cigarette
smoking is one of the causative factors in lung cancer-...

5. Surgeon General Terry in Smoking and Health: Report of the Advisory Committee to the
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service (Washington: Public Health Service
Publication no. 1103, 1964), p. 33

Cigarette smoking is a health hazard of sufficient importance in the United States to warrant

appropriate remedial action.

6. Rav Soloveitchik in Divrei hagut ve’ha’arakhah (Jerusalem, 1982)

Halakhic thinking operates according to a pathway all its own... It has a rhythm all its own... it is
independent of external factors and of human responses to them... We have always joined in the
suffering of the wretched agunah... But when the rabbi considers the case of such a woman, he rules
on the question not under the pressure of sympathy - even though he feels great compassion for
this poor woman - but according to formal halakhic principles... To psychologize or sociologize the
halakhah is to attack it mortally... If halakhic thought depends on personal factors, it loses all
objectivity and descends to the level of insubstantial subjectivity.

7. Rabbi David Menahem Munish Babad’s Havatzelet ha-sharon (d. 1938)

Let me say something [ heard from the gaon Rabbi Berish Rappoport, head of the rabbinical court in
Rawa, whose practice, which he learned from his teacher, the renowed gaon and head of the
rabbinic court in Lublin, was that whenever a question came before him, he would first use his
mind to assess the reality of the matter in accord with human reason; and if it appeared to him on
the basis of human reason that the matter was true, he would examine how it should be judged in
accord with the laws of our holy Torah. And so it is with me: when questions of an agunah or a
similar case come before me, if it is clear to me in accord with reason and human knowledge that [a
particular result] is the true one, then I struggle to find a way to permit it in accord with the laws
and rules of our holy Torah.

8. Tamar Ross’ Expanding the Palace of Torah, p. 85 (2004)

The problem with [Wolowelsky’s] argument is... the proposition that there are “sources and logic of
halakhah”... [that] these sources and logic are on the women'’s side in this matter [= women saying
kaddish], but a posek who holds a different view of women’s nature might understand the sources
and their logical applications differently.

9. Tamar Ross’ Expanding the Palace of Torah, p. 207 (2004)

It is as if Rav Kook is saying: “Of course revelation is influenced by history and the evolution of
ideas (even when such ideas or their parallels are to be found in non-Jewish sources), but history
and the evolution of ideas themselves are also the tools of revelation!”... Rav Kook’s
acknowledgement of the influence of historical circumstances upon Judaism takes into account not
only the need to struggle against negative aspects of the culture at large, but also the absorption
and refinement of whatever positive elements it has to offer. On his understanding, revolutionary
developments in the world of ideas are the most significant tools of all; they are a clear sign that
humanity has outgrown more primitive forms of spirituality and is ready for a new, more sublime
level.
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10. Bava Batra 130b

Our rabbis taught: One should not derive halakhah either from
theoretical learning or from a ruling in an actual case. If one
asks and is told “this is practical law” then one may apply that
ruling in an actual case, as long as one does not draw an analogy
[between cases]. What does it mean “as long as one does not
draw an analogy [between cases]”?! We use the entire Torah
for the purpose of analogy! Rav Ashi says: We do not draw
analogies between terefot. Do not be puzzled by this, for one can
cut an animal on one side and it will live and on the other side
and it will die.
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11. Rabbi Meir Abulafia’s Yad Ramah to Bava Batra 130D, s.v. seifa de-baraita (d. 1244, Spain)

But in all other matters of Torah we do draw analogies, for not
all laws, either of a monetary or ritual nature, are written
explicitly. Should an issue not explicitly written present itself, we
have no choice but to compare it to a similar matter discussed
explicitly in the Talmud. Indeed, the rabbis of the Talmud
themselves draw conclusions by analogy in their formulations of
the law (shemateta) and in their rulings in actual cases (uvdei).
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12. Rabbi Asher ben Yehiel’s Teshuvot ha-Rosh 78:3 (13th-14th century, Germany and Spain)

We learn from case to case, by analogy, for the Sages of the
Talmud were unable to provide legal guidance for every case
and every new problem that would one day arise. Those that
have succeeded them follow in their footsteps and use analogies
to learn the law.

13. Gittin 19a and 37a
And since we can draw an analogy should we act accordingly?

14. Rabbi Menahem Meiri’s Bet ha-behirah, Yevamot 109b (d.

Whoever is able to clarify a matter with his teacher or a
competent scholar but chooses instead to rely upon his own
knowledge, drawing analogies and ruling on the basis of his
own logic, deserves the curse of the sages and the severest of
condemnation...
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