Philosophy of Halakhah in Even ha-ezer
Seth Winberg
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Awoman is niknet in three ways and is konah herself in two ways. She is niknet through money,
through a written document and through sexual intercourse.

A woman is konah herself through a writ of divorce or through the death of the husband.

A woman whose husband, who had a brother, died childless [yevamah] can be niknet by the
deceased husband’s brother [the yavam] only through intercourse. She is konah herself (i.e.
released from levirate marriage) through haltizah or through the death of the yavam.
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Anyone who performs one mitzvah has goodness bestowed upon him, their life is lengthened,
and they inherit the land. Anyone who does not perform one mitzvah does not have goodness
bestowed upon them, their life is not lengthened, and they do not inherit the land.

Anyone who is engaged in the study of Bible, and in the study of Mishnah, and acts in an
appropriate way, will not be quick to sin, as it is stated: “And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).

One who is involved in all three of these activities will not sin easily. And anyone who does not
engage in the study of Bible, nor the study of Mishnah, and does not act in an appropriate way,
is not part of society.
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Therefore the Torah commanded a man that “he must not withhold from her food, clothing
and conjugal rights” (Exodus 21:10). And many other commandments regarding the
connection between a man and his wife all the days they are together until they separate. As
well as many other laws established for them. I thought I’d write a book about them... and so I
wrote this book, and I called it Even Ha-Ezer.
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Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen, and called the name of it Even Ha-
Ezer: “For up to now,” he said, “the LORD has helped us.”
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a Druck von Kobn et Klein, Munkics 1900,




