Philosophy of Halakhah in Even Ha-Ezer
Seth Winberg
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And the LORD God said: 'It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an ezer
for him.'... Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife,
and they shall be one flesh.
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Rabbi Tanchum said Rabbi Chanilai said: A person without a wife is devoid of joy, blessing, and
goodness... devoid of goodness, as it is written, “it is not good for man to be alone.”

3. Rashi on Bereshit 2:25 (11" century France)
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THEREFORE SHALL A MAN LEAVE — God says this [and it means] to prohibit forbidden sexual
relations for Noahides.

ONE FLESH - [this refers to] the fetus which is formed by both of them and that is where their
flesh becomes one.

4. Abraham Ibn Ezra (11%/12% c. Spain)
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The meaning of THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH is that they join together and then go back to
what they were before.

. Ramban (13" c. Spain
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Rashi’s explanation does not make sense, because animals’ and beasts’ offspring are also one
flesh. Rather it seems to me that [male] animals and beasts do not form a connection with their
females. The male copulates with whichever female he finds and then just leaves her. That is
why the Torah says that since the female was created from Adam was bone of his bones and
flesh of his flesh. (He connected to her...) and he wanted to be with her always. Since it was this
way with Adam it was made part of the nature of his descendants — that the men would stick
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with the women, they would leave their fathers and their mothers and see their wives as if they
were together as one flesh.

6. Radak (12t/13™ c. France)
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THEREFORE SHALL A MAN LEAVE — Some say this verse is in Moses’ voice (i.e. the narrator as
Rashi said) and not the words of Adam. It is correct that Adam said it. He knew he would have
offspring because humans were created to reproduce in the world like all other animals. And
the plain meaning of the verse is the one found in Onkelos. It did not say that a person leaves
his father and mother in order to be with his wife and that he won’t serve and honor his
parents as much possible. Rather it says that it is natural for a man to leave his father and his
mother with whom he grew up until he marries a woman. Then he leaves them, stops living
with them, joins with her, and lives with her in one home.
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A woman is nignet in three ways and is qonah herself in two ways. She is nignet through money,
through a written document and through sexual intercourse.

A woman is qonah herself through a writ of divorce or through the death of the husband.

A woman whose husband, who had a brother, died childless [yevamah] can be nignet by the
deceased husband’s brother [the yavam] only through intercourse. She is qonah herself (i.e.
released from levirate marriage) through haltizah or through the death of the yavam.
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Anyone who performs one mitzvah has goodness bestowed upon him, their life is lengthened,
and they inherit the land. Anyone who does not perform one mitzvah does not have goodness
bestowed upon them, their life is not lengthened, and they do not inherit the land.

Anyone who is engaged in the study of Bible, and in the study of Mishnah, and acts in an
appropriate way, will not be quick to sin, as it is stated: “And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).

One who is involved in all three of these activities will not sin easily. And anyone who does not
engage in the study of Bible, nor the study of Mishnah, and does not act in an appropriate way,
is not part of society.
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A man can betroth a woman by himself or through an agent...
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Blessed are You, Lord our God, Master of the Universe, Who has sanctified us with His
commandments, and commanded us regarding forbidden unions, and Who forbade betrothed
women to us, and permitted to us those married to us by huppah and kiddushin. Praised are
You, Lord, Who sanctifies His people Israel with huppah and kiddushin.
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Now the man knew his wife Eve and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have created [or
got] a male child with God.”
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“With God” — she meant when God created me and my husband God created us on God’s own.
But in this case, we were partners with him (see Niddah 31a).
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The Rabbi taught: There are three partners in the creation of a person: the Holy One, the
father, and the mother.
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King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was a priest of God Most High. He
blessed him, saying, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth.
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Till Your people cross over, O LORD, Till your people cross who kanita [You ransomed, You hold
dear, You acquired, You created].
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Therefore the Torah commanded a man that “he must not withhold from her food, clothing
and conjugal rights” (Exodus 21:10). And many other commandments regarding the
connection between a man and his wife all the days they are together until they separate. As
well as many other laws established for them. I thought I’d write a book about them... and so I
wrote this book, and I called it Even Ha-Ezer.
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Samuel took a stone and set it between Mizpah and Shen, and called the name of it Even Ha-
Ezer: “For up to now,” he said, “the LORD has helped us.”
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Who commanded us to be fruitful and multiply, intending to maintain the human race. This is
the commandment to be fruitful and multiply.

Women are not obligated in this commandment. In their explanation they said (Yevamot 65b):
The man is obligated in procreation but not the woman.
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Rabbi Hiyya’s wife would aggravate him. However, when he found something she would
appreciate, he would wrap it in his shawl and bring it to her. Rav said to him: Doesn’t she
aggravate you? Rabbi Hiyya said to him: It is enough for us that our wives raise our children
and save us from sin.
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Even if he has fulfilled the mitzvah of procreation he is forbidden to be without a wife.
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